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ABSTRACT 

This article explicitly explores the intricate relationship between creator, creation, and creative 

imagination in Shakespearean tragedy, with a focus on the depiction of supernatural elements. Through a 

close reading of four Shakespearean tragedies - Macbeth, Othello, King Lear, and Hamlet - this article 

argues that Shakespeare's use of supernatural elements in his tragedies serves to explore the complexities 

of human nature, creativity, and the natural world. This article contributes to the existing scholarship on 

Shakespearean tragedy, creativity, and the supernatural, providing new insights into the ways in which 

Shakespeare's tragedies continue to shape our understanding of the human experience.  

Introduction 

Shakespearean tragedies have long been recognized for their complex exploration of human nature, 

morality, and the natural world. One of the key elements that contribute to this complexity is the depiction 

of supernatural in nature and nature in supernatural. This present article seeks to explore the intricate 

relationship between creator, creation, and creative imagination in Shakespearean tragedy, with a focus 

on the depiction of supernatural in nature and nature in supernatural. 

Critics have long recognized that Shakespeare’s tragedies interrogate human agency within a universe felt 

to be both ordered and opaque. The supernatural in these plays is not a detachable ornament but a structural 

principle that tests the adequacy of reason and the stability of ethical identity (Bradley 1904). This article 

examines how Shakespeare’s dramaturgy positions the creator (divine or providential order), creation (the 

natural and social world), and creative imagination (the mind’s meaning-making power) in a dynamic 

triangle. When the supernatural intrudes, it does so by re-coding nature storms that seem to think, ghosts 

that speak truth or temptation, and tokens that carry a surplus of meaning thereby exposing the characters’ 

desire to read the world for certainty (Frye 1967; Shakespeare 1997a–d). 

Creator, Creation, and Creative Imagination under Lens 

In a post-medieval yet still theologically saturated culture, Shakespeare’s protagonists negotiate an 

inherited sense of Creator/creation while relying on imagination to interpret ambiguous signs. The 

imagination, in this paradigm, is neither purely aesthetic nor purely delusional; it is a hermeneutic faculty 

that can align with providence or deviate into self-authorization (Bradley 1904). Thus, Shakespeare’s 

heroes often author their own readings of the world, and the supernatural—prophecy, ghosts, portentous 

storms become the test case for whether such readings accord with moral order. 
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Shakespeare’s creative imagination also crafts multidimensional personae whose contradictions dramatize 

interpretive crisis. Hamlet is thinker and actor divided by an epistemological wound; Macbeth is valorous 

and murderous in the same breath; Othello is magnanimous and credulous; Lear is sovereign and 

supplicant. Each figure becomes a site where imagination either disciplines itself before an order it cannot 

fully grasp or else usurps that order with wishful reading (Shakespeare 1997a–d; Bradley 1904). 

Language, Image, and the Making of Character 

Shakespeare’s characters are made as much by language as by plot. In Othello, the hero’s self-fashioning 

relies on the rhetoric of service, honor, and proof; Iago poisons that rhetoric from within, demonstrating 

how verbal incantation can function like black magic, remaking the world by re-describing it (Shakespeare 

1997b). In King Lear, the poetics of “nothing” and “nature” shape Lear’s identity until the storm 

materializes his inner fracture (Shakespeare 1997c). Shakespeare’s imagistic craft does not merely 

embellish; it constitutes character by giving imagination the tools to misread or amend reality (Frye 1967). 

Note on scope: Cross-genre contrasts (e.g., Puck in A Midsummer Night’s Dream or Prospero in The 

Tempest) illuminate Shakespeare’s supernatural across his oeuvre; in tragedy, however, the supernatural 

is pressed into a graver economy of guilt, knowledge, and consequence (Frye 1967). This study therefore 

centers on the four tragedies while acknowledging those resonant parallels. 

Depicting “Supernatural in Nature” and “Nature in Supernatural” 

Macbeth: Prophecy as a Naturalized Force 

The Weird Sisters speak in riddling conditionals that Macbeth mistakes for license. Their words do not 

cause his crimes; they code a possible future in a way that tempts his will. Nature participates in this 

misreading: night swallows’ day; horses eat each other; forests appear to move. Shakespeare fuses 

supernatural diction with natural signs to show how imagination, inflamed by desire, can mistake omens 

for ordinances (Shakespeare 1997a; Bradley 1904). 

Hamlet: The Ghost and the Ethics of Knowing 

The Ghost confounds confessional categories purgatorial messenger or devilish mimic and Hamlet is 

thrown into an epistemic double bind: act without certainty or postpone justice seeking impossible proof. 

The spectral visitor is thus nature made permeable; it marks creation as a theater of testing where the 

Creator’s justice is glimpsed only in fragments. Hamlet’s imagination stages play within the play to 

stabilize meaning, yet the very need to theatricalize truth signals its remoteness (Shakespeare 1997d; Frye 

1967). 

Othello: The Talisman and the Spell of Language 

Shakespeare pares back visible marvels and instead internalizes the supernatural into symbol and speech. 

The handkerchief “dyed in mummy” acquires a superstitious aura and becomes a fatal proof that licenses 

jealousy. Iago’s rhetoric works like a malefic charm, crafting an alternate reality that Othello inhabits until 

the “ocular proof” is staged for him. Here the supernatural in nature is the susceptibility of the mind to 

enchanted language (Shakespeare 1997b). 

King Lear: Weather as Metaphysical Weathering 

The storm in Lear is not just meteorology; it is cosmic commentary. Nature registers moral fracture and, 

in doing so, supernaturalizes itself. As Lear’s categories collapse, creation voices the Creator’s silence. 
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The heath scenes dramatize the imagination’s descent from kingly naming to bare being, turning the 

elements into teachers of humility (Shakespeare 1997c; Bradley 1904). 

Creator and Creation 

Throughout the tragedies, Shakespeare sustains a providential horizon without flattening human action 

into fate. The Creator is not a character but an implied order; creation is the web of signs omens, weather, 

bodies, tokens through which characters attempt to read that order. The plays stage the risk that 

imagination will either consent to moral reality or counterfeit it. When Macbeth hears the hail of kingship, 

when Hamlet hears “Remember me,” when Othello hears Iago’s insinuations, each faces an interpretive 

choice with ethical consequence (Shakespeare 1997a–d; Frye 1967). 

Creative Imagination 

Shakespeare dramatizes imagination as a moral instrument. Properly oriented, it aids discernment (Hamlet’s 

theater as inquiry); disordered, it manufactures necessity from desire (Macbeth’s “fatal vision”). In each 

tragedy, creative imagination mediates between the visible world and the hinted beyond, deciding whether the 

supernatural will be read as warning or warrant (Shakespeare 1997a, 1997d; Bradley 1904). 

The Supernatural in Nature / Nature in Supernatural 

The boundary between nature and the supernatural is porous. Ghosts walk in armor; forests march; weather 

thinks; cloth “remembers.” Shakespeare’s signal achievement is to naturalize the supernatural (making it 

legible within creation) and to supernaturalize nature (charges it with moral meaning). That dual motion 

explains why the tragedies feel both mythic and psychologically precise (Frye 1967; Shakespeare 1997a–d). 

Conclusion 

This article has explored the intricate relationship between creator, creation, and creative imagination in 

Shakespearean tragedy, with a focus on the depiction of supernatural in nature and nature in supernatural. 

Through a close reading of four Shakespearean tragedies, this article has argued that Shakespeare's use of 

supernatural elements in his tragedies serves to explore the complexities of human nature, creativity, and 

the natural world. This article contributes to the existing scholarship on Shakespearean tragedy, creativity, 

and the supernatural, providing new insights into the ways in which Shakespeare's tragedies continue to 

shape our understanding of the human experience. 

Shakespeare's creative imagination beautifies the creation of dramatis personae in his plays. His ability to 

create complex and multidimensional characters, use imagery and language to convey character, and create 

characters that embody the themes and ideas of the play are all testaments to his creative imagination. 

Shakespeare's characters continue to captivate audiences and inspire new generations of playwrights and 

scholars, and his creative imagination remains a powerful force in the world of literature and theater. 
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